
BLOOMING  GROVE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

THE VISITOR  

  Volume 83, Issue 9         THE TWO STEEPLED CHURCH ON THE PRAIRIE           September 2019 

 

Readers, Greeters & Treats 
 

Sept 1    Reader:  Cindy Saufferer 
     G&T:  Chuck & Linda Danks 
Sept 8    Reader:  Dick Fisher  
     G&T:  Dick and Trudi Fisher 
Sept 15    Reader Needed 
     G&T:  Carol Karsten and E&E Team 
Sept 22    Reader Needed 
     G&T:  Mikayla Janke 
Sept 29     Reader & Treats:  Patti Ellingson 
     Greeter Needed 

 

Prayer Brunch 
 

The Prayer Brunch group en-
joyed a delicious lunch and day 
at the Cottage Restaurant in Am-
boy recently.  Our next outing 

will be held at Pastor Kathy’s in Janesville on Thurs-
day, September 19th at 11:00.  All are welcome. 
 

 
Pie Trivia 

According to a survey conducted 
by Crisco, the most popular     
dessert pie in America is apple, 
followed by pumpkin and pecan.  

        Second Sunday Funday! 

 

Back by popular demand is our 

‘2nd Sunday, Funday!’ In Sept. 

we’ll do Rally Sunday on the 3rd 

Sunday, but beginning in October, we’ll resume 

some type of unique, intergenerational event during 

the 9:15 Sunday School time slot. We have some 

ideas, but are looking to YOU for additional ideas 

and     1-day, co-leadership for this popular, fun  

activity. What do YOU enjoy? What would YOU 

like to see happen on one of our Fundays???? 

Missy Peterson Benefit 
 

Sunday, September 8 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

412 North Main Street, Janesville 
 

4:00—7:00 pm    Hog Roast (free will offering)  
                 and silent auction 
6:30—8:00 pm  Jason Gray concert (Tickets avail-
able online at www.eventbrite.com from $20—$40 
for adults and $10 for children 4-12.) 

 
 

Missy Peterson passed away August 21st after    
battling cancer since her diagnosis in December.   

Waterville EUMC 
Invitation to  

Children & Youth 
 

Wednesday Evenings 
6:30—7:30 pm 

 

     The Waterville EUMC congregation extends an 
invitation to all young people (pre K-12th grade) 
from our three churches to be part of their children 
and youth ministries program on Wednesday Eve-
nings at their church.  You may invite your friends to 
join you as well!!  Each week starts at 6:30 pm with 
a time of gathering and worship and then breaks into 
three groups for time of fun and fellowship and 
learning, concluding at 7:30 pm. 

 

Women’s Prayer  
 

Retreat 
 

This November 9th, women from Blooming Grove, 
Janesville, and Waterville Evangelical UMCs are 
invited to a Prayer Retreat at the Deb Brecht lake 
home at 2818 Lind Trail, Waterville. The retreat 
will be a day long retreat beginning at 9:00 a.m. un-
til 4:00 p.m. We will spend the day sharing through 
devotions, music, and fellowship centered around 
prayer. We will have morning coffee refreshments 
and lunch. Plan to spend a day away;  a day to focus 
on prayer and fellowship.  

 

 

 



Changing… 
 

     As I write this offering, July was and August is—busy times.   
But they are such blessed times. Our first two months together have 
had so many opportunities to come together and to support our faith 
communities…The Pizza Farm Worship—thank you to everyone 
who planned, worked, welcomed, attended, supported, and wor-
shiped! It was a beautiful day—a day of praise under a beautiful 
country sky. We had the opportunity to support our Waterville Evangelical and Janesville 
churches by supporting the peach fundraiser with the icing on the cake being juicy, sweet   
peaches to eat! And our Confirmation Class Retreat awaits us this weekend—a gathering of 8 
youth, Karen Olson who is my Confirmation co-leader, and Deb Brecht who graciously opened 
her Horseshoe Lake home to us. 
 

     I attended the Licensed Local Pastor and Associate   
Member Retreat this week (August 12-13th) to brainstorm 
and network with my colleagues. After the first portion of 
our time together and our dinner meal, we were told to enjoy 
some quiet time. I shared with you that I am not a kayaker 
and that I had a fear of tipping in the kayak. My friend, 
Dawn, encouraged me to just give it a try. While I was not 
properly dressed for kayaking, it was so peaceful on the    
water and it turns out that the most difficult thing is to get  
out of the kayak! I am amazed at the blessing that abound 
when we are willing to change…to try new things.  
 

     The retreat was a good time but ended too soon with a 
large portion of one of our backyard trees giving up the    
vertical fight and landing on our home. Our family, neigh-
bors, and Blooming Grove family were amazing as they 
helped us cut up and remove the tree. Blessings stack up   
like wood piles in Jerry and my lives! 
 

     Coming in September, our communities have the opportunity to support the Food Shelf of our 
choice by participating, sponsoring, and/or cheering on walkers and runners at the Run for the 
Loaves 4 Mile Run/Walk at Blooming Grove. What an awesome way to be in our communities. 
This out-of-shape pastor will be walking in the midst of participants and welcomes all sponsors!  
I will divide my pledges between the Waseca County, Le Sueur County, and Janesville Commu-
nity Food Shelves.  
 

     As we move into our fall activities and events, we are continuing to change—to be a three-

point faith community. So many have commented that I must be so busy—and I am. But it is the 

type of busy I’ve dreamed of being—busyness led by the Holy Spirit. I am so very blessed!  

     I end with Philippians 4:13  — 

“I can do all this through him who gives me strength” 

realizing that I can change my attitude to be even more blessed through him who gives me 
strength. 

          Pastor Kathy 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

September 2019  

 

6:30 pm BG 
Building Team 
Meeting 

7 PM BG Ad 
Council 

 

 8:30 am BG Run 
For The Loaves 
Registration 
 

4 pm BG Meet & 
Greet at Faye 
Kanne’s 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm BG Build-
ing Project 
Team Meeting 
 

JUMC Board 
Council—Note 
Date Change 

 
 

 
 

 
4-7 pm JUMC 
Missy Peterson 
Benefit  
6:30-8 pm Jason 
Gray Concert at 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Janesville 

9:15 am BG  
Rally Sunday 
Celebration 
 

JUMC Sunday 
School Resumes 

 

 

 

7 pm BG UMW 
at Carolyn’s. 
Cindy has the 
lesson 
 
6:30-7:30 pm 
WV Youth Pro-
gram.  All 3 
church invited 

11 am BG Prayer 
Brunch at Pastor 
Kathy’s 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   6:30-7:30 pm 
WV Youth Pro-
gram. All 3 
church invited 
 
6:30 –7:30 pm 
WV Confirma-
tion Class 

 
 

9:15 am BG 
Sunday School 
Resumes 
 
12:30 pm BG 
Meet & Greet at 
Saufferer’s 
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Blooming Grove 
Worship   .............................  8:15 am 
Sunday School .....................  9:15 am 

1 2

  

Janesville 
   Worship   ....................  10:45 am 

Waterville Evangelical 
   Worship   ......................  9:30 am 
    

      

     

 

       

       

       

 

6:30 pm WV at 
RC Jail  

6:30 pm WV at 
RC  Jail  

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Coding Information 
SCDC—Steele County  
Detention Center 
RC—Rice County 

6:30 pm WV at 
RC Jail  

6:30 pm WV at 
RC Jail  

Save The Date 
 

November 9 
9am to 4 pm 

Women’s Prayer Retreat 
Deb Brecht lake home 

2818 Lind Trail 
Waterville 



Treasurer’s  
Report 

 
 

June 25—August 24, 2019  
  

 
General Budget Income       $6,714.00 
 

Expenses 
 Pastors Salaries 2,786.66 
 Housing allowance 760.00 
 Health Insurance 836.00 
 Pension 424.44 
 Disability Insurance 35.46 
 Conference Claim 1,355.84 
 Cleaning 252.00 
 Excel Energy 144.53 
 Mowing 1,295.00 
 Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm 173.60 
 World Beat Connection 200.00 
 Total Expenses                         $  8,263.53 
 

(Net Income:  - $ 1,549.53) 
     
Other Income Received 
 Bethlehem Inn Income 408.00 
 Cookbooks 10.00 
 Hamburg Flood Income 560.73 
 Restoration 6,875.00 
 Visitor 10.00 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
4 David & Jenny Kanne 
14 Justin & Kristin Krell 
15 Gil & Beth Christesen 
15 Brad & Cindy Saufferer 
17 Jim & Kristin Nagel 
17 Tyler & Alex Morgan 
19 Dan & Pam Carty 
19 Scot & Megan Schmitz 
20 Michael & Ashley Pitzer 
22 Walt & Holly Nagel 
22 Jim & Mary Karsten 
28 Jerry & Patti Ellingson 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

A quick thank you from Brian & 
Carolyn Kanne for the donations to 
the Walk to Defeat ALS. It was a 
beautiful day, and our team raised 

around $3,000 (final figures aren’t in yet) toward 
research to fight this terrible disease. 
 

Prayer Shawl Thank You 
 

Thank you from Jo, friend of Dick and Trudi 
Remund-Fisher, for the BGUMC prayer shawl.  She 
loves the comfort that it brings and has it with her as 
much as possible. 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
 

Sunday Worship     8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School      9:15 am 

(Beginning September  15th) 

3   Tues     6:30 pm  Building Team Meeting 
4    Wed    7:00 pm  Ad Council 
7    Sat       8:30 am  Run 4 The Loaves 
7    Sat       4-6 pm    Meet & Greet at Faye’s 
11  Wed     7:00 pm  Building Project Team Mtg 
18  Wed     7:00 pm  UMW at Carolyn’s 
19  Thurs  11:00 am  Prayer Brunch at  
          Pastor Kathy’s 
22  Sun     11:30 am  Meet & Greet at Brad & Cindy 
          Saufferer’s 
 

Cleaning 
 

September 8, 22   Nancy & Susan 
 
 

Paraments 
  

The parament color for September is green 

 

 

August 16-17  
 

Confirmation Retreat 
 

Pastor Kathy gives thanks for a great confirmation 
retreat held August 16-17 at the Brecht Home on 
Horseshoe Lake for the three churches in our parish!  
Ten amazing youth, including Amanda Riecke from 
BGUMC, were in attendance, with leaders Kathy 
King, Karen Olson, and Deb Brecht.  There was 
time for fun, laughter, study, and making new 
friends – all in the great setting at the lake! 

Happy Birthday 
 

1 Char Frankenberry 
2 Don Frankenberry 
2 Allison Janke 
2 Walt Nagel 
3 Hazel Saufferer 
3 Jim Southworth 
4 Tim Brecht 
6 Dick Fisher 
6 Annabel Buchholz 
7 Nathan Carty  
7 Jeremiah Mahler 
9 Stefanie Morgan 
11 Jake Goldsmith 

 

 

11 Deecy Jesse 
14 Zander Morgan 
15 Gerard LaFond  
15 Jessica Buchholz 
15 Kourtney Remund 
16 Bradley Christesen 
16 Patti Ellingson 
16 Penelope Nicholson 
25 Emily Engebretson 
26 Carolyn Kanne 
26 Jennifer Kanne 
27 Denise Combs 
28 Alex Spinler 



 

“Run 4 the Loaves” T-Shirts will be available  
on the day of the race for those who register by 
August 30th for the 4-mile run/walk.   Be sure to 
indicate your T-shirt size.  T-shirts for those who 
register after the deadline may be sent at a later 
date. If no size is indicated, the cost of the shirt 
will be donated. 
 

Prizes: An awards ceremony will commence when 
the last participant finishes. Awards will be given 
to the top age-group finishers and the best over-all 
male/female.  A special award will be presented to 
the participant who raises the most donations for 
the Food Shelves. 
 

Age Groups: 
Under 12 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+ 
 

Additional Info: Everyone will receive a number 
at registration which must be worn during the race. 
Restrooms will be available at the event site.    
Water stops will be available on the course with 
refreshments waiting at the finish line. 
 

Course: Utilizing both paved and gravel roads, 
through the fields of ripening corn and soybeans, 
the race will begin and end at the Blooming Grove 
United Methodist Church, located on the Steele/
Waseca County line. 

Questions: Contact Brad Saufferer 
Phone: 507-363-6579 

E-mail: runfortheloaves@yahoo.com 
Additional Registration forms are available at 

http://www.bloominggroveumc.org 

Run For The Loaves Registration Form 
Last Name ________________________    Sex _____________ 

First Name _________________________   Birthdate ________ 

Street Address ________________________________________ 

City ___________________ State __________  Zip __________ 

Phone _____________________________________________    

Email:  ____________________________________________ 

Food Shelf: I wish to support __________________________ 

T-Shirt Size  Ç S         Ç M         Ç L        Ç XL 

 

Waiver:  I understand that running/walking a road race 
is a potentially dangerous activity.  I should not enter 
and run/walk unless I am medically able and properly 
trained.  I understand that entry fees and donations 
are non-transferable.  I also understand that if the 
race is cancelled due to inclement weather, my reg-
istration fee and/or donation will not be reimbursed 
but donated to the Food Shelve indicated above.  I 
assume all risks associated with participation in the 
event including but not limited to: falls, contact with 
other participants or spectators, the effect of the weath-
er including heat or cold temperatures, traffic or condi-
tions of the roads, all such risks being known and ap-
preciated by me.  Having read this waiver and knowing 
these facts and in consideration of our accepting my 
entry, I for myself and anyone entitled to act for my 
behalf, waive and release Blooming Grove United 
Methodist Church from all claims or liabilities of any 
kind arising out of my participation in this event even 
though that liability might arise out of negligence or 
carelessness on the part of the persons named in this 
waiver.  I have read and agree to the above. 
 
Signature ___________________________________ 
    (Parent or guardian if under 18)  
Date:  _________________________________ 
 
Entry Fee ______________________________   
Food Shelf Donation ($50+) _______________ 
 

For directions to Blooming Grove UMC 
 “The Two-Steepled Church on the Prairie” 

go to www.bloominggroveumc.org 

Blooming Grove UMC Fall 
Food Shelf Fundraiser 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 7th, 2019 
4 Mile Run/Walk 
Kids 1/4 Mile Run 

 

Registration:  8:30 am 
Kids 1/4 Mile Run:  9:15 am 

4 Mile Walk:  9:30 am 
4 Mile Run:  10:00 am 

 

Registration Fee:  By September 1, 2019 —$20.00 
 After September 1, 2019—$25.00  

Kids Run (12 & Under)  $3.00 
Entry fee will be waived if participant submits a   

donation of $50 or more. 

Mail this form/entry fee to: 
Blooming Grove UMC 

PO Box 171 
Medford, MN  55049-0171 

Make checks payable to: 
Blooming Grove UMC 

Denote “Food Shelves” on 
the memo line 



der the leadership of Jerry and Weston. Traditional 
games were modified to fit each session’s theme (for 
example, think “duck, duck, baby basket!”) and 
young legs were a-runnin’, squeals of laughter and 
fun and cheering could be heard. The kids even 
showed off their improvisational skills by modifying 
the games yet another step on their own – still corre-
sponding with the theme!!! (think “mean king duck, 
big sister duck, mom duck, princess duck….”!) Old-
er legs were a-runnin’ too – the adult participants – 
but there seemed to be a bit of puffing and panting 
from the adults! 
      Expending all that energy made it possible to 
settle in and listen as leaders Theresa and Amanda 
gave instructions and hands-on aide to the kids for 
Make It & Take It craft time. Each youngster com-
pleted a craft themed about the “story of the day”, to 
bring home with them. What young person doesn’t 
like to bring home something to show off, which 
they’ve created? 
      So how does a children’s theater come into be-
ing? Some creative out-of-the-box brainstorming 
about VBS possibilities by the E & E group (and 
others), some enthusiastic leaders and helpers of 
ALL ages and genders, and some behind the scenes 
hunters and gatherers of all things needed (think 
props, snacks, supplies and equipment, even a FULL  
MEAL donated and served to all participants on Sat-
urday noon). Where can such a remarkable event 
happen? Yes, you guessed it – right here at Bloom-
ing Gove UMC.  All told  25 volunteers (of one 
kind or another – supplies, food, service) made pos-
sible BGUMC’s Little Theater! 8 youth were in at-
tendance and hated to see the last session end. Each 
of those 8 kids will have a very real visual memory 
of those Bible stories telling how God Protects, God 
Loves, and God Forgives. Through the ripple effect, 
who knows how many other young lives will be pos-
itively impacted? And guess what? All the adults 
had a blast, too!  
      Thanks go out to each and every one who 
helped in any way to make this a successful VBS. 

9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ϧ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ   

BGUMC Vacation Bible School 
òLittle Theater on the Prairieó 

      The transformation was incredible! The chan-
cel took on a whole new appearance – even a new 
“feel” to it – with a little fabric, a few carefully 
chosen props, a Bible story retold in a most amaz-
ing way, and the imagination of all participants. 
Prairie Lakes Parish, of which Blooming Grove 
UMC is a member, had its own performing stage 
with actors from age 4 through age 20’s.  
      Pastor Kathy set the tone (Listen & Learn) as 
she told a new Bible story for each session in such 
a way that the kids were spellbound in rapt atten-
tion, learning about: 1) baby Moses in a basket, 2) 
the good Samaritan who stopped to help, and 3) 
the prodigal son who was loved and forgiven no 
matter what. (Truth be told, the adults and older-
youth assistants were hanging on her every word 
also!!) She has a magical way of pulling you into 
the story. 
      Following that, our own stage directors, Judy 
and Marlis, had the kids eager to re-enact the ses-
sion’s story, making it come to life for them. A 
little imagination goes a long way and it made no 
difference that Moses’ dad was a girl, or that the 
Samaritan’s donkey was a “repurposed” sawhorse. 
The language used in the Live Action theater was 
geared to kids’ vocabulary and understanding.  
The kids really got into it, and voiced eagerness 
each session “do we get to do a play again?”  
      Next came an opportunity to Sing & Celebrate 
as music-lover Patti engaged the kids in songs that 
fit each session’s theme. And if singing wasn’t for 
you, the songs included actions and choreography 
to complement the song’s words. So one way or 
another, all the kids seemed to join in with enthusi-
astic energy during the music.  
      Acting and singing can be hungry and thirsty 
work, so Sip & Snack refreshed them with various 
snacks prior to heading outside for Fun & Run un-



PROPOSED PLAN 
Handicap-Accessible Addition to BGUMC—Facing South 

 
 
 

 

 
Building 

Project 
Update 

 
In June and July, our Building 

Project Team held three  meet-
ings with our architect from 
Widseth, Smith, and Nolting 
(Rochester), and our primary 

building contractor, Gingerich Construction (Lanesboro), 
to brainstorm components of our handicap-accessible 
addition.  Based on our discussions, the architect submit-
ted the 8/9/19 proposed plan for our review, as shown 
here.  We are excited to share the design, which has 
evolved through our brainstorming sessions.  It is       
approximately 1,000 square feet total. 
 

Exterior: 
¶ Same architectural look and feel as current building, 

including similar angle of roof slopes. 
¶ South windows on current building moved to the 

front of the addition:  round stained glass, dome-
shaped stained glass, two arched windows. 

¶ East to West width of the addition matches the East to West width of the north portion of current building (minus the 
extra width of North bell tower.) 

 

Interior: 
¶ Wooden staircase and bannisters lead to the south bell tower entrance (current outside doors removed).   
¶ Front entry-way has enough space between entrance door and stairs for people to enter/exit safely in larger groups   

as well as to accommodate casket entrance and exit for funerals. 
¶ Three-stage lift (basement, ground level, sanctuary) is located in the corner just west of the staircase.  It enters the 

sanctuary in the location of our current refreshment table. 
¶ Gathering space with small sink and refrigerator is located on the west end to accommodate fellowship time as well 

as small group meetings, gatherings. 
¶ Handicap-accessible restrooms are located on the east end, along with a small storage space that may also be used as 

a mechanical room.  
 

In August, our team studied the plan details and began reaching out to local contractors to select good matches for exca-
vation, septic, plumbing, HVAC, 
siding, flooring, the handicap-lift, 
etc. - and to request bids.   
 

Our team will appreciate your 
ongoing prayers and support as 
we continue forward with all that 
is left to do before actual building 
can begin.  This includes comple-
tion of bid-work, identifying con-
tractor availability, modifying the 
plan per suggestions gathered 
along the way, obtaining approval 
of final plans and costs from our 
council (and/or congregation if 
needed), obtaining the same from 
the MN Conference of the UMC 
District Board of Church and 
Building, and contacting all mem-
bers and friends of BGUMC to 
invite support of the project and 
to gather estimates of giving to-
ward the project.  

 



Please keep the   
following people in your 

prayers. 
 
 
 

¶ All families affected by the mass shootings that 
have taken place in the U.S. in the past month. 

¶ Connie, the mother of Amanda Riecke’s boy-
friend, who is recovering from surgery. 

¶ Jake Goldsmith’s sister as she encounters diffi-
cult times in her life. 

¶ Pastor Dot Bull, who served the WV EUMC, 
BGUMC, and Morristown congregations.  Pastor 
Dot suffered a stroke and is now in the process of 
arduous rehab. 

¶ Mike Nicholson’s daughter Katie’s father-in-law, 
Bill Martin, who suffered a stroke.  Katie is a for-
mer member of BGUMC and now lives in Colo-
rado.  Her father-in-law now lives in Colorado as 
well.   

¶ The family of Missy Peterson, a life-long mem-
ber of the Janesville UMC, who passed away on 
August 21st at age 58 following a battle with can-
cer.  And for Pastor Kathy King as she journeys 
through this loss with Missy’s family - as well as 
the community of Janesville, where Missy had 
created and organized the Janesville Community 
Dinners for over 20 years, and most recently 
served as the School Age Care Coordinator at the 
JWP School District.   

¶ Dee Bruce, Pastor Kathy’s mother, as she returns 
to her apartment following rehabilitation after 
knee surgery, and adjusts to living without the 
nursing home’s built-in support network.  

¶ Marlis Mahler’s co-worker, Alicyn, as she recov-
ers from surgery. 

¶ Pastor Jan Redman, as she settles into living at 
“the home farm”, and her mother, who struggles 
with memory issues and is now living at a 
memory care facility.   

¶ Carol Karsten’s nephew Larry, from Millsville, 
MN, battling an aggressive cancer.  He is in his 
40’s and is married, with three children. 

¶ Cindy Saufferer’s brother, Danny, of Oklahoma, 
continuing his complex medical journey as one of 
very few long-term survivors of pancreatic can-
cer.  

¶ Char Frankenberry’s sister-in-law, Sue, who is 
undergoing medical testing. 

¶ Cindy Saufferer’s family, as they mourn the loss 
of Cindy’s dad’s sister.   

¶ Pastor Kathy’s great-niece Allie, in her 20’s, for 
whom a tumor has been discovered. 

¶ Cindy Saufferer’s niece, Molly, as she recovers 
from surgery. 

¶ Pat, a friend of Dick Fisher from the Fairmont 
UMC, whose 2-year old grandson passed away 
unexpectedly. 

¶ Chuck and Linda Danks, as they mourn the loss 
of Chuck’s sister in Florida. 

¶ Theresa Riecke and her daughter Amanda. 

¶ Darlene Adams, and her 92-year-old husband, 
of WV EUMC.  He suffered two major heart 
attacks and came through surgery with flying 
colors! 

¶ Dick and Trudi Remund-Fisher’s friend Jo, who 
broke her ankle and is also battling cancer. 

¶ Jerry King’s older brother, who has learned that 
his cancer is back and located in his spine. 

¶ Luke VanZuilen’s friend, Emma, who sustained 
severe injuries (including a massive head injury) 
in a June vehicle accident.  She was released 
from in-patient physical therapy and now con-
tinues outpatient therapy.  She is back home 
with her family, who considers her survival and 
recovery to this point to be a true miracle.  They 
request continued prayers for additional mira-
cles as Emma toughs her way through the thera-
py process of regaining her physical strength as 
well as mind and memory strength.   

¶ For the families of MN farmers who have lost 
their lives in recent weeks in grain bin acci-
dents. In particular, please pray for the family of 
Landon Gran, as they mourn his death.  Brad 
Spinler personally knew Landon’s dad, Dave, 
and Landon’s grandpa – customers of Brad’s 
business. 

¶ Dennis, a friend of Brad Spinler’s from Ja-
nesville, whose leg was caught in a grain bin 
power sweep.  He escaped with some cuts, but 
no long-term damage. 

¶ All members of our farming community as they 
work long hours around dangerous equipment, 
as they prepare for, and enter into, fall harvest. 

 

Night of Music at the  
Medford Catholic 

Church 
 

Wednesday, September 18th 
5:30 P.M. – Potluck Supper 

7:00 P.M. – Performance with Free-Will Offering 
 
Pianist, Tony DeBlois is a blind, autistic savant, 
who has wowed audiences all over the world with 
his musical talent. He will give a concert and take 
audience requests. His repertoire of more than 8,000 
songs includes jazz, pop, classical, rock and show 
tunes. Tony has received numerous awards and has 
even been the subject of a movie with Cybil Shep-
herd entitled “Journey of the Heart”.  



 

 
Gather together in fellowship at one, two, or all three  

of our Meet & Greets! 
Let us know today which event(s) you and your family  

would like to join. 
 

Sign up by contacting Judy Mahler (507-456-3937 or 
hcjm@charter.net) or by adding your name(s) to the sign-up sheet at 
church. You may also ask Judy to provide directions, provide a ride, or 
be a “Follow Me” Driver.)  Feel free to sign up for one or two or all 
three events!  It will be a great way to be together as we move from the 
season of summer into fall.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Event #1 – Saturday, August 31st – Muffin Mixer (9:30 – 11:00 A.M.)  
¶ Hosts:  Allison & Michael Janke & Family 
¶ Location:  At the Janke farm @ 3946 NW 57th Ave., Owatonna 

(machine shop kitchen area) 
¶ Treats:  Juice/coffee and breakfast pastries 

 

Event #2 – Saturday, September 7th – Ice Cream Bar (4:00 – 6:00 P.M.)  
¶ Hosts:  Faye Kanne – with assistance from grandson Michael Kanne 
¶ Location:  At Faye’s farm @ 5874 NW 85th Ave., Waseca 
¶ Treats:  Michael Kanne’s famous chocolate chip cookies 

– served with ice cream 
 
Event #3 – Sunday, September 22

nd
 –  Lunch Bunch (12:30 P.M.) 

¶ Hosts:  Brad & Cindy Saufferer, Chuck & Linda Danks, 
Judy Mahler & Hjordi Churchill 

¶ Location:  At the Saufferer farm @ 6981 NW 97th Ave., 
Morristown 

¶ Treats:  Sloppy Joes, veggies, fruit, and Linda Danks’   
delicious desserts 

An Invitation to  
Blooming Grove UMC 

Intergenerational       
 Meet & Greet Events 

for 
Pastor Kathy King and her    

husband, Jerry! 
 

See invitation info on back and 
RSVP info on inside of postcard 

 

RSVP  TODAY 
 

 

     We invite you to join in this opportunity for our faith family 
(all ages) to get to know Pastor Kathy and Jerry in casual and 
informal small group settings.  It also gives Kathy and Jerry an 
opportunity to get to know us better, all while exploring the 
BGUMC “neighborhood” that spans from Faribault to Medford, 
Owatonna, Waseca, & township communities around BGUMC.   
 
     Our Meet & Greet events will be awesome gatherings in com-
munity of fellowship where we can share stories, laughter, and 
great conversation – and just enjoy one another’s company.  Stay 
awhile or drop by for a short visit to say hello!     
 
Sincerely - the BGUMC Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
     - Allison Janke, Judy Mahler, Cindy Saufferer   

mailto:hcjm@charter.net


CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED to: 
Box 171,  Medford, MN 55049 
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The­Blooming­Grove­Visitor 
Since 1936 

 

Blooming Grove United Methodist Church 
Physical Address: 

43089 180th Street, Morristown, MN 55052 
(NE corner of Waseca County) 

 

Mail to:  P.O. Box 171 
Medford, MN  55049-0171 

Website:  Www.bloominggroveumc.org 
Email:  bloominggroveumc@gmail.com 

Check us out on Facebook! 
 

Pastoral Care and Emergency  
and General  Pastoral Questions:   

 
 

Pastor Kathy King 
kking5@hickorytech.net 

507-382-2483 

If you would rather read your 
copy of the Visitor online, (and 
in color) check us out at  
www.bloominggroveumc.org  
 
To unsubscribe or to be added 
to our email distribution list, 
contact cherysouth@gmail.com  

 

Requests for Prayer Chain Email:   
 Pastor Kathy King at: 
kking5@hickorytech.net 

 
 

Visitor Staff:  
Chery Southworth, Visitor Coordinator 

26651 Elmore Avenue  
Morristown, MN 55052 

(507) 339-3534   
CherySouth@gmail.com 

Judy Mahler, Editor 
Carolyn Kanne, Writer 
Patti Ellingson, Writer 

  

 

      With back-to-school comes back to Sunday School, too. Please join us on Sunday Sept. 
15th, because, right after church weõll have snacks and a variety of games to for Rally Sun-
day to kick-off Sunday School. Actual Sunday School will officially begin on Sept 22nd at 
9:15 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. The scheduled time for Sunday School will remain constant 
through next May, even though worship service time, during the winter months, will adjust 
to a later time slot. As teachers, we have Karrie VanZuilen guiding the pre-school through 
Kindergarten group, and Mike Nicholson overseeing the 4th through 6th grade youth. Assisting 
them as substitutes when needed will be Marlis Mahler and Patti Ellingson (and Judy Mahler 
as a sub in 2020). As you come forward for Childrenõs Time in church on Rally Sunday, 
please bring coins for a special òshake the canó offering. Weõll start using òshake the canó 
to take offering during Sunday School and perhaps also for special offering times. How big 
of a racket can we make with our nickels, dimes, and quarters?  
      If you, too, have an interest in dipping your toes into a teaching slot, we will always 
gladly accept all volunteers whoõd like to be added as substitute teachers. Remarkably, the 
teachers often gain as much out of Sunday School as do the youth! Contact Patti 507-339-
2477 if you wish to sub.  

This Message is to Kids:  
Rally Sunday Sept. 15 th      

mailto:bloominggroveumc@gmail.com

