
BLOOMING  GROVE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

THE VISITOR  

  Volume 82, Issue 3          THE TWO STEEPLED CHURCH ON THE PRAIRIE             March  2018 

 

Readers, Greeters, Treats 
 

March 4 Reader:  Char Frankenberry 
  Greeters:  Jake & Summer Goldsmith 
  Treats:  Char Frankenberry 
March 11 Reader:  Hjordi Churchill 
  Greeter:  Hjordi Churchill 
  Treats:  Men’s Pancake Breakfast 
March 18 Reader:  Linda Danks 
  Greeter & Treats:  Carol Karsten 
March 25 Reader:  Theresa Riecke 
  Greeter & Treats Needed 

 

Remember to set your 
clocks ahead before going 
to bed March 10th. Daylight 
Savings Time Begins at 2 
am March 11th.  

Lenten Book Study 
 

     Lent this year spans a period    
of time between two important 
bookend dates on the regular calen-
dar….with Ash Wednesday falling 
on Wednesday, February 14th 

(Valentine’s Day) and Easter falling 
on April 1st (April Fools Day).  What a fitting way to 
remember God’s great love for the world through the 
gift of God’s Son, and the incredible surprise of the 
Resurrection!  We invite you to join us as we journey 
through the season of Lent in our Lenten Book Study 
listed below.  Did you know that the word “Lent” 
comes form the Old English word “lencten” which 
means “spring”?  In Old German, similar words re-
ferred to “the lengthening days” as the earth moves 
from the winter solstice toward the spring equi-
nox!   Let’s walk together toward the light of spring 
and the light of Easter! 
 

Lenten Book Study  
“Surprise the World!”  

by Michael Frost 
 

     The Minnesota United Methodist Bishop invites  
all MN United Methodists to join in this Lenten Book 
study and refresh our practices of being generous,  
hospitable, Spirit-led, Christ-like missional people 
who will surprise the world.   The book study is being 
offered on all the Sundays during Lent, from February 
18th to March 25th - at two times and locations.   
There is still room for you to join us! 
Sunday Mornings at Church:  9:45 A.M. - 10:30 A.M. 

Jointly led by Cindy Saufferer, Hjordi Churchill, 
Judy Mahler  

Sunday Evenings (includes supper) at the Parsonage: 
5:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. - Led by Pastors JJ  

      and Stefanie Morgan  

Men’s  
Pancake  

Breakfast  
 

Sunday, March 11th      
 

following church 
 
 

The men of the church will cook up  
pancakes, French toast & sausage 

along with juice and coffee.  
 

 A free will offering will go toward 
the food shelf and the church 
handicap accessibility project.  

 

 Men and boys will be  
needed to help.  Contact Brad 

Spinler to volunteer  
@ 507-461-2354 

or bspinler@outlook.com 

 

 

 

The church office is starting to run low on copy    
paper. If you would like to donate paper, it would be 
much appreciated. Standard 8 ½ x 11 white paper is 
what is needed. Thank you! (Pastors JJ & Stefanie) 

mailto:bspinler@outlook.com


 
 

7:00 pm  
Good Friday 

service at 
Blooming 

Grove 
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Set your 
clocks ahead  
before you go  

to bed 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

7:15 Lenten 
Choir practice 
at BG 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
10:30 am  
“As you like” 
Lenten Choir 
practice at BG 
 
5:30 pm Book 
Study at the 
Parsonage 

Pancake 
Breakfast at 
BG following 

Church 
 

10:30 am Len-
ten Choir prac-
tice at BG 
  

5:30 pm Book  
Study at the 
Parsonage 

 
 

 
 

5:30 pm 
WV Spaghetti  
Supper 
 

7:15 Lenten 
Choir practice 
at BG 
 

7 pm UMW at 
Faye’s 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
7:15 Lenten 
Choir practice 
at BG 

  
 

 
10:30 am  
“As you like” 
Lenten Choir 
practice at BG 
 
5:30 pm Book  
Study at the 
Parsonage 

 
5:30 pm Book  
Study at the 
Parsonage 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 
 

7:15 Lenten 
Choir practice 
at BG 

 
    7:00 pm  

Maundy  
Thursday  
service at 
Waterville 
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27 26 25  

Waterville Evangelical 
    Worship ......................  10:30 am 
    Sunday School and Adult 
    Bible Study  ................   9:45 am 

Blooming Grove 
   Worship  .………….…..   8:30 am 
   Sunday School………….  9:45 am 
    

   

28   29   30 31

GH 1:30 pm 
Arts  at ODC 

GH 1:30 pm Arts  
at ODC 

GH 1:30 pm 
Arts  at ODC 

GH Bible 
Study/RC jail 

GH Bible 
Study/RC jail 

ll:30 am GH Wor-
ship at SCDC 

ll:30 am GH Wor-
ship at SCDC 

ll:30 am GH Wor-
ship at SCDC 

ll:30 am GH Wor-
ship at SCDC 

Coding Information 
GH—Gathering House 
ODC—Owatonna Detention Center 
SCDC—Steele County Detention Center 
RC—Rice County 
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We are in the midst of the Lenten season, a time set aside 
in our church calendar for self-reflection and repentance. It 
is a time to acknowledge our sins and our failings, to seek 
forgiveness, and to turn from those things that separate us 
from God. We can use these days of Lent as a way to focus 
on our relationship with God, to deepen it, and mature as 
believers. 

 

As God’s children, we are also a people, forgiven and redeemed, and that is the 
hope we find in this season.  

 

Much of our life lies in the tension that we live in. We live in the now and the not 
yet, one foot in this world and one in the kingdom of heaven. We balance our lives living 
in the reality of this world, but believing in the hope of heaven, trusting in Christ.  

 

The reality of this world is that we are part of a broken, hurting world. A world 
where 17 people lose their lives in a school shooting, a mother loses her infant daughter, 
born too soon, and disease ravages our loved ones. This is a world that seems more 
wounded as each day passes by, that more and more anger and frustration rises up, that 
there is more terror in the news, more sickness in our lives, and more aching in our souls. 

 

But, praise God, that is not where we stay.  
 

No, friends, we stay in hope. In hope of a future that is filled with joy, where there 
is no more tears, no more sorrow, no more fear. The hope that we have is of new life, of a 
heaven, of seeing our loved ones again. We may live in the midst of pain, but we have joy 
and hope in what the future holds, a promise of a Savior and the hope of heaven. We see 
glimmers of that hope in the beauty of a sunrise, in the way the ice frosts the trees after a 
foggy night, in the laughter of a child, in the love of a parent, in the kindness of a stranger. 
We can see the glory of God in the everyday, when we open our eyes to it.  

 

Friends, we are Easter people. Easter people know the Resurrection story, believe 
in the hope of what is to come. Easter people trust that the God of the past is the God of 
the present and is the God of the future. Easter people believe in the God who holds us all 
as adopted sons and daughters. Easter people believe in the goodness of God, in the prom-
ise of salvation, in the hope that Christ will return again, just as He promised.  

 

We are Easter people.  Even in the midst of this Lenten season, let us continue to 
live our lives in that truth, living with hope, sharing the love of Jesus with those around 
us, ministering to the broken and the hurting. Let us be light-bearers, bringing the Light of 
the World into the darkest places and sharing the hope we have with the world around us.  

   

  Pastor JJ Morgan and Pastor Stefanie Morgan  
 

 



Treasurer’s  
Report 

 
 

January 28—February 20, 2018 
 

 
Income 
General Budget       $3,116.00 
 
 

Expenses 
 JJ Salary 1,258.81 
 Sephanie Salary 375.00 
 Electric for parsonage 65.56 
 Water for Parsonage 50.79 
 Mileage 114.99 
 Cable TV 9.98 
 Health Insurance 627.50 
 Pension 221.63 
 Centerpoint Energy 43.68 
 Cell Phone 35.00 
 Internet 20.44 
 Conference Claim 1,319.52 
 Copier 22.50 
 Cleaning 112.00 
 Excel Energy 60.97 
 Parsonage 100.00 
 Office Expense 24.03 
 Pew Envelopes 32.85 
 Sunday School 50.71 
 Tax Preparation 30.00 
 Worship 16.80 
 Phone 43.83 
 Total Expenses                         $  4,346.59 
 

(Net Income:    $1,230.59) 

     

Other Income Received 
 Easter Flowers 148.00 
 Food Shelf 20.00 
 Book Income 5.00
 Restoration         250.00 
 

  

Parament Colors 
 

            March 4 Purple  
 March 11 Purple 
 March 18 Purple 
 March 25 Purple 
 March 30 Good Friday 
 
 

Cleaning 
 

 March 11  Nancy and Susan 
 March 25  Nancy and Susan 
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MARCH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday Morning Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 

Happy Birthday 
 
  4 Jerry Ellingson 

  5 Ken Harren 

  6 Connie Goslar 

  6  Lindsay Ahlman 

  6 Trudi Remund Fisher 

  7 Eleanor Saufferer 

20 Lauri Remund 

21 Mary Wilkowske 

22 Hjordi Churchill 

22 Cody Kosel 

22 Brian Kosel 

24 Abigail Buchholz 

24 Dan Carty 

24 Brianna Yule 

26 Ray Blake 

27 Judy Mahler 

27 Karrie VanZuilen 

28 Luke VanZuilen 

31 Heather Loken 

31 Andrea Stockdale 

31 Bev Heinerman 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Happy Anniversary to Keith & Lauri Remund  

on March 18th. 

 

Sun 4   10:30 am   Optional Choir Practice at BG 

Wed 7     7:15 pm   Choir Practice at BG 

Sun   11     9:30 am   Men’s Pancake Breakfast 

       10:30 am   Optional Choir Practice at BG 

Wed  14    7:00 pm   UMW at Faye Kanne’s (All 

           Bakers invited.) 

        7:15 pm   Choir Practice at BG 

Sun   18   10:30 am   Optional Choir Practice at BG 

Wed  21    7:15 pm    Choir Practice at BG 

Wed  28    7:15 pm    Choir Practice at BG 

Thur  29    7:00 pm    Maundy Thursday Service/WV 

Fri     30    7:00 pm    Good Friday Service at BG 
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Lenten Combined Choir for Holy Week 
 

We are excited to extend an invitation to all singers 
at Blooming Grove UMC and Waterville EUMC to 
be part of a combined Blooming Grove UMC and 
Waterville EUMC Choir for Holy Week.  We have 
begun our rehearsals and it is great to share company 
in song!   
 

Performance Schedule  
Palm Sunday Weekend: morning worship services   

at both BGUMC and WV EUMC 
Maundy Thursday: WV  
Good Friday: BG  
 

Rehearsal Schedule  
Formal Rehearsals: Wednesdays, February 21st 

through March 28th from 7:15 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. 
at Blooming Grove UMC. (Depending on the 
evening, we may be done by 8:15.)  

“As You Like” rehearsals for anyone who can’t 
make Wednesday evening rehearsals or who 
would like additional practice: Sunday, February 
25th through Sunday, March 18th from 10:30 
A.M. - 11:15 A.M. at Blooming Grove UMC  

 
 

Rally to End Racism 

Washington DC 

 
When:  Tuesday, April 3 - Thursday, April 5 
 
Where:  At sites across Washington DC,        

including the Lincoln Memorial and the    
National Mall 

 

Registration due by March 1st 
 

The MN Annual Conference of the UMC has just 
shared news of this event, as offered in cooperation 
with the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the UMC.   
Cindy Saufferer will be attending in honor of her 
friend Clara Ester, the current Vice President of the 
National UMW Board.  Clara was one of the first 

people to rush to the aid of Dr. Martin Luther King 
on the day of his assassination.  Call Cindy ASAP  
to let her know if you would like to go along and be 
part of this important rally.  See more information 
below.   
 
The Wisconsin Council of Churches is sending 
buses to the April 4 Rally To End Racism in 
Washington D.C., organized by the National  
Council of Churches to commemorate the 50th        
anniversary of Dr. King’s assassination. Minnesota 
folks are welcome to ride to D.C. with our Wiscon-
sin friends, departing from any of four Wisconsin 
cities, including Eau Claire. 
The registration form will register you both for the 
national rally and for the bus ride there, and will re-
quire payment for the bus ($250 total). On the form, 
there is a field that asks “How did you learn of this 
event?”  Please write “Minnesota Council of 
Churches” there, so that Wisconsin can keep track  
of how many folks from Minnesota are on the bus.  
 

Register by March 1. Please let Julia Hobart 
(julia.hobart@mnchurches.org) know if you have 
any questions. 
 
More about the rally: 

 Awaken to the truth that racism is evil and hurts 
us all 

 Confront racism through truth-telling and action 
to right the wrong 

 Transform the hearts, minds, and behaviors of    
people and institutions 

 ACT Now: Unite to End Racism in the areas of 
church life and practices, criminal, economic 
and social justice, civil and human rights,        
environmental justice, immigration, media, and 
education. 

 

Join in the clarion call to heal the soul of the nation 
as we commemorate the 50th anniversary of Dr. 
King’s assassination. Let’s finish the work! 
 
 

Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Michael 
Kanne who played for the NFL 
Red Carpet Event (Super Bowl) 
as part of the MN Golden Gopher 
Pep Band.  Ask him how easy it 
is to play a brass instrument in 
frigid temps. 

https://rally2endracism.org/
https://rally2endracism.org/
mailto:julia.hobart@mnchurches.org
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lowed him a fool, but then what happened? Surprise! 
He is not here. He has risen from the dead. Nope, 
dead is not dead, and what we think we know for 
sure, well maybe, just maybe there is more. Way 
more. 

God is not predictable. God is mystery and beauty 
and amazing love and joy. And God’s presence in  
our life and world breaks in and through in the most 
surprising ways, leading us to places and new begin-
nings that we thought impossible. 

We who have encountered this surprising God, who 
have been on the journey from death to life, we too 
live different lives. Lives that the world often consid-
ers unusual, surprising, but that we know to be the 
best and only way to live. This Lent, we want to be a 
part of surprising the world. We invite you to join the 
Lenten Book study that lifts up the 5 habits of people 
who Surprise the World, based on Michael Frost’s 
book by the same name.  The series outline is as    
follows: 

 Intro:  A Surprising Faith 

 Habit #1:  Bless 

 Habit #2:  Eat 

 Habit #3:  Listen 

 Habit #4:  Learn 

 Habit #5:  Sent 

 Sending Forth:  A Shared Faith 

An Intro to “Surprise the World”  
by Rev. Cindy Gregorson  

of the Minnesota UMC Conference Staff 
 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. This 
year, it happens to land on Valentine’s Day. The world 
will be eating chocolates and celebrating love, and in 
the church, we will be marked with ash, be reminded of 
our mortality, and know that from dust we came and to 
dust we shall return. But surprise: God so loved the 
world that God gave his only Son, Jesus, not so that we 
would die, but that we would live! We die, but we 
don’t? That is surprising. 

And the culmination of Lent, Easter Sunday, this year 
is April 1: April Fool’s Day. Yup. How ironic is that? 
Everyone thought they knew how the world worked. 
Who had the power, what the rules were, who was in, 
and who was out. They killed the one who came to turn 
the world upside down, and called anyone who fol-

Preparing Our Easter Garden 
 

     It is time to start looking ahead, and plan to create a beautiful indoor garden on Easter Sunday.  
This year you can order a Tulip Planter or 10 Pansy bowl for $12; Easter Lily for $13.00; Cyclamen, 
Kalanchoe, Rieger Begonia and Spring Mum for $16 each; Azalea or Hydrangea for $25 each.  
Please indicate if you want a bow included.  Greenwald's will select the color based on the best plants 
they have available.  Please make your check out to the church with "Easter  flower" on the corner 
notation.  A sign-up sheet will be available at church for those who are able to attend worship.  If you 
live away from the area and would like to order a flower in memory or in honor of loved ones, please 

fill out the form below and mail it to the church at Box 171, Medford, MN, 55049.  You can also call Chery at 507-685-
4174 or email CherySouth@gmail.com.   We will place our first order by March 19th for a better selection and add more 
later as needed.   
 

 From:            In Memory/Honor Of:                           Flower            
  
 

 
 

    
    _____ @ $12      ______ @ $13        ______ @ $16  _______ @  $25    TOTAL _______________ 
 

    Include a bow:        Yes           No 
Make check payable to Blooming Grove United Methodist Church with "Easter flower" in the notation line.  

Mail order form and check to PO Box 171, Medford, MN  55049 
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 Please remember the follow-
ing people in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
 

 

 Please keep in your prayers the family, friends, 
and co-workers for Breanna Klann, of Fair-
banks, Alaska.  Breanna passed away on De-
cember 31st at the age of 30 in a tragic snow-
machining accident.  She was the head nurse in 
Labor and Delivery at Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital - and a co-worker of Jessica Mahler-
Buchholz.  Jessica shared the following…. 
Breanna Dawn, hands down one of the most 
amazing people I have ever experienced in my 
life.  Her spirit and energy infectious, making 
her one of the best labor coaches I’ve had the 
opportunity to work with in my career.  Her 
heart as big as the world, would do anything to 
help anyone she could.  She will be immeasura-
bly missed. 

 The family and friends of Eileen Mile, a good 
friend of Cindy Saufferer’s through MN UMC 
ministry partnership in VietNam.  Eileen is 
from the Twin Cities area, and passed away 
suddenly in January, a week after being diag-
nosed with cancer. 

 Karrie VanZuilen’s friend, Lisa, who was     
diagnosed with cancer several years ago.  The 
doctors have now found another tumor.  Please 
“re-load” Lisa’s BGUMC prayer shawl with 
your support, love, and prayers – through the 
airwaves. 

 Martha, sister of Linda Danks, who has taken a 
turn for the worse in her fight with cancer and 
the havoc that the cancer treatments are creating 
with her body.  Please keep Martha and her  
immediate and extended family in your prayers 
as they support her with their presence and their 
love.  Martha lives in the Twin Cities area. 

 Clint Evans, a United Methodist pastor friend  
of JJ Morgan, who is undergoing chemotherapy 
treatments for cancer.  Also pray for Clint’s 
wife and young children. 

 Other extended family members of BGUMC 
whose health is precarious and who are under-
going significant medical treatments 

 Marlis Mahler, and her co-workers, as they con-
tinue their journey through ongoing transitions 
in the education program in which they work. 

 Ari, a friend of Mike Nicholson’s from Califor-
nia, who has undergone significant surgery due 
to an accident in which a heavy beam fell on 
her foot.  

 The community of Parkland, FL as they mourn 

the loss of all of the children and school staff 
killed in February’s mass shooting.  Also pray 
for the surviving students of Parkland, as they 
raise their voices asking for the adults of the 
country to take action and work for change in  
all circumstances out of which mass shootings 
occur.  Also pray for the adults of the country to 
actively work for change. 

 Cindy Saufferer’s sister, Patti, as she begins 
physical therapy on her knee. 

 JJ Morgan’s brother-in-law, Dave, as he cele-
brates news of being cancer-free.    

 Please keep Brian Kosel in your pray-
ers.   During a pre-surgery physical for rotator-
cuff repair, the Mayo Clinic doctors discovered  
a conglomeration of veins (a fistula) on the right 
side of Brian’s head, just beneath the skull.    
Because this fistula can be a precursor to a 
stroke or an aneurysm, it must be surgically   
removed.  This surgery is scheduled for March 
13th at St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester.  Please 
hold Brian, his wife, Linda, and his family 
(Jason Kosel, Allison Janke, Kristin Nagel) in 
your hearts in the days ahead, and on the day of 
surgery, and during Brian’s recovery.  

 The leaders of our country and countries around 
the world. 

 Caregivers of persons with health concerns. 
 Prayers for the safety and well-being of children 

in the midst of concerning family situations. 
 For all of us to remember we are all a part of the 

community and body of Christ in the world.  
 All others who have been lifted in prayer this 

past month, both aloud, and silently. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:  
Support Like a Net Made 
Strong by Many Strands 

 
All three of my friends from 

Wilson Elementary in Owatonna asked me to pass 
along their appreciation for all of the prayers 
BGUMC people have been saying for them.  They 
also said they know the strong faith found in our 
small country church.  Alicyn celebrates good news 
that an area of concern was benign.  She is a cancer 
survivor from when she was about 15 years old.  
Penny’s recent cancer check-up went smoothly.  The 
spot on her lung has gotten smaller and the next step 
is another check-up in three months with no further 
treatments between now and then.  Judy is now re-
cuperating from surgery to remove the kidney stones 
that caused so much pain.  
   - by Marlis Mahler 
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     Since 1982, Minnesota FoodShare has    

coordinated the March Campaign, the annual 

grassroots food and fund drive that helps        

re-stock nearly 300 food shelves throughout 

the state.  The 2017 March Campaign raised 

more than $8 million dollars and 4.7 million 

pounds of food for Minnesota food shelves.  

2018 March Campaign Dates run from        

February 26 – April 8th. 

 

     The March Campaign is the only statewide effort  where every dollar donated goes directly 

to food shelves to purchase food for the hungry.  Each and every dollar and pound donated to 

participating food shelves during the March Campaign is reported to Minnesota FoodShare.  

Participating food shelves, including, for instance, Steele County Food Shelf and the Waseca 

County Food shelf, are then awarded a check from Minnesota FoodShare based on the per-

centage of food and funds their organization received during the month of March.  
 

 

BGUMC 

Lent/Easter Mission Project 
 

“Raise Some Dough?  Can Do!” 
 

     During Lent and Easter, our congregation is joining people 

from across the state of Minnesota to help alleviate hunger 

through the Minnesota FoodShare Campaign.  We will be       

collecting cash contributions for this important project.  All      

donations will be given to our local food shelves by April 8th to 

qualify for matching Minnesota FoodShare funds. 

 

     How will we mark our progress?  For every $10 received, we 

will attach a cardstock label from “Can Do Stew” to a “Food 

Shelf Lifeline” in the sanctuary!   

 

     Why cash donations:  monetary donations are preferred, for 

the food shelves can use them to buy food items on sale and buy 

seasonal food at the best prices.  Our $10 can purchase about 4 

items at the grocery store while a $10 cash donation to the food 

shelf can buy significantly more through their purchasing outlets! 

 

     We welcome any and all contributions to this project.  Feel 

free to place your cash donations in an Offering Envelope found 

in the pew or to write a check.  Be sure to add the following     

notation:  MN FoodShare.    Thank you! 
 

 

Can  
Do 

Stew 
 

Ingredients: 
Compassion, 
 Kindness,  
Boldness 

 that will help feed  
a neighbor, 

a schoolmate,               
a co-worker, 

 a working mother, 
 an elderly friend. 

 
Cost:  $10 
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UMW Minutes 
January 17th 

     The UMW met 
January 17th at Theresa’s.   Cindy had a lesson on 
Thankfulness. 
     Treasurer’s report:  We have $807.25 in the 
Scholarship Fund and $859.27 in the general budg-
et.  We have sent $50.00 to the Legacy Fund and 
will raise our pledges $25.00 for this coming year 
to make it $200.00 to Missions and $125.00 to 
Emma Norton.  It was decided to take $92.75 out 
of the General Budget and apply it to the Scholar-
ship Fund to make it an even $900.00 so we are 
able to give three $300.00 scholarships this year. 
     The Secretary’s report was accepted as read. 
Faye will be hostess for our March Meeting and 
Carolyn will be hostess in September. 
     Carolyn sent in the National UMW census. 
     Upcoming dates: 
  April 21    Spring Gathering 
 September 15 Fall Annual Gathering 
 May 18-20 Global Meeting in  
   Columbus, Ohio 
     Special Projects report needs to be sent in by 
August 20th.  We made some solar potholders that 
Cindy took with her to General Conference. 
     Carolyn received word from the Medford 
Scholarship Committee that our money should be 
sent in by April 15th. 
     We discussed having a special event with area 
UMWs and community.  Ideas for such an event 
will be brainstormed at our next meeting. 
     Because of the upcoming Super Bowl, the 
homeless are being bused out of the inner city to 
surrounding churches.  Brad Saufferer hopes to 
engage confirmation students to go with him to set 
up tables, beds, etc.  The UMW and congregation 
are invited to bake individual egg muffins which 
can be frozen and taken up Sunday the 28th for 
breakfasts.  Judy will put information in our next 
bulletin. 
     Cindy explained that the Commission on a Way 
Forward are having discussions to help maintain 
and strengthen the unity of the church going for-
ward. 
     The next meeting will be Marth 14th at Faye 
Kanne’s home.  Char will have the lesson. 

In Sympathy 
 

Therese VanZuilen, age 91, of 
Faribault, passed away on Feb-
ruary 20, 2018 at the Pleasant 
Manor Nursing Home in Fari-
bault following an extended 
illness.  Therese is the mother 
of Cris (and Karrie) VanZuilen of BGUMC.   Mass 
of Christian Burial was held on Saturday, February 
24th at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
in Faribault, MN.   Therese Mary was born in 1926 
in Faribault, MN and attended Bethlehem Academy 
and graduated with the class of 1944.  In 1946, she 
was united in marriage to Philip VanZuilen.  
Therese was a homemaker for her family and 
worked as a Human Services Technician at the 
Faribault Regional Center for 8 years.  She was al-
so a very active volunteer having donated her time 
to the Paul Wellstone campaign, Meals on Wheels, 
and church.   Therese enjoyed canning, gardening, 
sewing, and baking.  More than anything though, 
she loved being a mother and a grandma, opening 
her heart and home to everyone.  She is survived by 
her three daughters, eight sons, and twenty-four 
grandchildren, including Paige (Alex) Hoherts, 
Tess VanZuilen, and Luke VanZuilen.    

Scholarship Time! 
 

     2018 marks the 10th year of the 
UMW scholarship in Medford. 
This was established for two rea-

sons – first, to give back to the community and sec-
ondly, to get our church out in front of the Medford 
community. In keeping with the UMW mission fo-
cus, the criteria for these scholarships is focused on 
community service, while still  taking into account 
financial need and academic achievement. Students 
need to have a minimum     cumulative GPA of 3.0 
and a strong sense of self through volunteerism. 
The Medford High School counselor’s office in-
cludes us in their scholarship packet, and as of 
2016, the scholarship committee at school reviews 
the applications. 
     These scholarships are funded by the UMW, 
and we try to present three each year. Recent fund-
ing has been through concession sales at the tractor 
pull in the fall. Donations are also welcome. If you 
would like to donate to the scholarship fund, con-
tact Tracie Spinler, UMW Treasurer. 

 

 

The UMW invites all persons from BGUMC 
who have helped throughout the year with 
their baked goods to attend the March 14th 
gathering as a “Thank You” night.  The 
UMW will also plan the Easter Breakfast at 
this meeting. 



CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED to: 
Box 171,  Medford, MN 55049 
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TheÅBloomingÅGroveÅVisitor 
Since 1936 

 

Blooming Grove United Methodist Church 
43089 180th Street, Morristown, MN 55052 

(NE corner of Waseca County) 
Mail to:  P.O. Box 171 

Medford, MN  55049-0171 
(507) 835-8726 

Www.bloominggroveumc.org 
Email:  bloominggroveumc@gmail.com 

Check us out on Facebook! 
 

Pastoral Care and Emergency  
and General  Pastoral Questions:   

 

Pastor Stefanie Morgan’s  phone:  507-995-6624 
Email:  stefaniemorganmt@gmail.com 

 
 

Pastor JJ Morgan’s  phone: 507-995-6623 
Email:  pastorjjmorgan@gmail.com 

 

 

If you would rather read your 
copy of the Visitor online, (and 
in color) check us out at  
www.bloominggroveumc.org  
 
To unsubscribe or to be added 
to our email distribution list, 
contact cherysouth@gmail.com  

 

 

Requests for Prayer Chain Email:   
 Chery Southworth at 

cherysouth@gmail.com 
 
 

Visitor Staff:  
Chery Southworth, Visitor Coordinator 

26651 Elmore Avenue, Morristown, 
MN 55052 

(507) 339-3534   
CherySouth@gmail.com 

Judy Mahler, Editor 
Carolyn Kanne, Writer 

Holy Week Schedule 

March 25th 
Palm Sunday 

 
8:30 am Service at 
Blooming Grove 
10:30 am Service  

at Waterville 

March 29 
Maundy Thursday 

 
7:00 pm Service at 

Waterville 

March 30 
Good Friday  

 
7:00 pm Service at 
Blooming Grove 

April 1 
Easter Sunday 

 
8:30 am Easter Service 
at Blooming Grove with 

Breakfast to follow 

mailto:bloominggroveumc@gmail.com

